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CHAIR LETTER 

SHIRA ISRAELI 

Welcome to AtidMUN 2022!! My name is Shira Israeli, and I’m proud to chair this special 

committee, the UN News Center. I live in Shoham, but I study in Atid Madaim Lod. I study 

Computer Science, Software Engineering, and Chemistry.   

Debate and MUN have been a passion of mine for many years now. It is my 7th year doing debate 

and my 5th doing MUN. As you can understand, I’ve participated in many conferences in Israel 

and abroad, wearing different hats, from participating as a delegate this summer in NYC at FWW 

conference at the UN to an SG in AtidMUN VII.  

I’m very excited to take on a new and exciting adventure with you all by chairing this committee, 

and I hope you will enjoy it and learn from it. 

For further questions, 

Shira Israeli 

Head of the Press Center 

Shira10israeli@gmail.com 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE 

Almost every nation publishes news at least weekly. Together, hundreds of newspapers, along with 

news magazines, make up the modern world press. Many publications are independently owned, 

the government closely censors some, and others are government-operated. 

Journalism is the activity of gathering, assessing, creating, and presenting accurate facts and 

information to the general public. (The American Press Institute) Its purpose is to actively engage 

in society as a middleman that bridges the people with governing bodies to enable the Right to 

Information among citizens. It helps guide the people in making quintessential decisions that affect 

not only themselves but also their community, government, and the nation.  

Journalism and the Media are indispensable and are thereby referred to as the “Fourth Estate” of 

the Democratic process as it not only informs and educates the public but simultaneously act as a 

watchdog, enabling a system of checks and balances, keeping those in authority in line, urging and 

ensuring accountability.  

The press tells stories; it reports on who did what, what they did, why they did it, where it was done 

and how. The primary function of newspapers is to communicate to the human race what its 

members do, feel, and think. Therefore, the press has become a mirror of society, a reflection of 

who we are and what we do.  

They go about each day in an often common way collecting bits and pieces of a story, conducting 

interviews, taking notes at press conferences, and constantly stepping back through time at the 

library as they assemble each article, fact by fact.  

The modern journalist is as much an interpreter of the news as a reporter of the news. It’s not 

enough to report the information today; newspapers need to explain and analyze what’s happening 

and even speculate why it’s happening. Journalism, therefore, demands of its practitioners the most 

comprehensive range of intelligence, knowledge, and experience, as well as natural and trained 

powers of observation and reasoning. 

A MUN Press Corps is a team of delegates whose job is to act as journalists of different news 

agencies. The delegates act on behalf of the UN News Center (Simulated) and report on the 

assigned committees by taking notes, fact-checking, researching, and interviewing delegates. The 
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journalist is expected to produce news articles every few hours to be used on different channels, 

including but not limited to; the ATIDMUN website, social media, and newsletters. 
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PREPARATION 

Each journalist would be assigned one to two committees out of the following list: 

 SOCHUM (Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee) 

 UN Women 

 UNODC (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) 

 WHO (World Health Organization) 

 AU (African Union) 

 SPECPOL (Special Political and Decolonization Committee) 

 ECOSOC (Economic and Social Committee) 

 NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) 

 HSC (Historical Security Council) 

 Crisis 

Journalists must thoroughly study the study guide of their committees. Read about the agenda 

topics and various perspectives on them. You should do thorough research on the Practice Debate 

and conference topics to understand the legal, social, cultural, and economic implications that 

might come up in the debate. 

Journalists must bring their own laptop/tablet and are highly encouraged to bring a portable 

charger. You must bring your equipment if you want to tap interviews, take photographs, or film 

videos to support your written work. 

TIPS 

 Read about the foreign policy and agenda perspective of nations that you might think will 

majorly impact the debate. 

 Reporters are advised to read news articles to get a general idea of the writing style. 

 The study guides can be found on the AtidMUN website (https://www.atidmun.com/). 
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THE ROLE OF A PRESS CORPS 

WRITE ARTICLES AND PRESS RELEASES  

The Press Corps go into committee rooms, stay by the side and write little (or intensive) articles 

on how the committee is progressing. The press release would take place every few hours and be 

published on social media and on the conference’s website. 

The articles and press releases are meant to sum up the main events happening in each room – 

they can be written in a serious matter or a joking one (depending on the constant). 

Being able to enter and leave the committee at any time is a privilege not granted to everyone and 

should be respected. Do not disrupt the flow of any committee, for it may cause inconvenience to 

the delegates and the Chairs. 

INTERVIEWS 

You may do written interviews, podcasts, or video interviews of delegates, chairs, secretariat, and 

speakers.  

Delegates will be interviewed in their countries. Delegates love to be interviewed as it makes them 

more excited to be in their country. Try to interview the delegates who are in control of the 

significant block in the room. 

Chairs, secretariat, and speakers can be an excellent way to bring some depth into the conference. 

GOSSIP BOX 

The Gossip box is a staple of many MUN conferences. The Gossip box is where delegates can 

post something anonymously, and the press team checks it; if it’s funny and not hurting anyone’s 

feelings, can be uploaded to social media. The Gossip box would take place on Instagram by using 

the questions feature; in addition, the chairs would be instructed to give the press team notes that 

are especially funny. 
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KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL INTERVIEW 

KEEP IT NATURAL  

An interview can be an uncomfortable experience, so keep things natural and conversational. 

Instead of reading out your list of questions, weave your queries naturally into the flow of the 

conversation. Also, maintain eye contact as much as possible. Nothing is more threatening to a 

source than a reporter who never looks up from their notebook. 

BE OPEN  

Don’t be so focused on getting through your list of questions that you miss something interesting. 

For instance, if you’re interviewing the cardiologist and she mentions a new heart health study, ask 

her about it, which may take your interview in an unexpected direction – but if it leads to something 

interesting, so what? 

MAINTAINS CONTROL  

Be open but don’t waste your time. If your source starts to ramble on about things that are clearly 

of no use to you, don’t be afraid to gently – but firmly – steer the conversation back to the topic.  

WRAPPING UP  

At the end of the interview, ask your source if there’s anything they want to discuss that you haven’t 

asked about. Double-check the meanings of any terms or words they used that you’re unsure about. 

And always ask if there are other people they recommend that you speak with. 

TAPING  

We highly encourage you to record your interview but remember to get the permission of the 

person you're recording. Taping can be helpful if you’re doing a lengthy interview that you’ll have 

time to listen to and type out later. It can also help to maintain an open environment and help the 

conversation flow. 
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TAKING NOTES 

Experienced reporters learn to take down just the exciting material they know they will use, and 

ignore the things they won’t. This takes some practice, but the more interviews you do, the easier 

it gets. 

TIPS: 

 Avoid asking yes-or-no questions, as these probably won’t produce fascinating quotations. 

 Leave your questions open-ended and give your subject the chance to explain themselves 

in their own words. 

 Whenever you take interviews or use delegates' names in your reports, make sure the 

involved persons are aware of the fact that their names or statements are being used. 
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STRUCTURE 

 HEADLINE 

The headline is the text indicating the nature of the article below it, and your headline should be 

captivating and specific to the article you are composing.  

PLACE LINE (OPTIONAL) 

Where the story begins (recommended for HSC and Crisis committees to include in the first few 

articles).   

LEAD 

The opening section of the article. The Lead should be less than 25 words, attractive, creative, and 

convey the essential information. The ideal leader will set the tone for what follows. Do not try to 

cram unnecessary information, digress, or become repetitive. Conciseness and simplicity are 

essential.  

BODY 

This is the main section of the article, containing the whole story, and will elaborate on the critical 

information stated in the lead. End it with an appropriate closing remark & try to instigate a reaction 

or question from your reader. 

PHOTOGRAPH (OPTIONAL) 

A suitable caption should be included. We highly encourage you to take pictures and videos of the 

committee, though it’s not mandatory.  

LANGUAGE 

The usage of grammar and punctuation must be immaculate. The language used has to be simple 

and understandable. While using big words may seem enticing, you need to understand that not 

everyone understands heavy English, and even if they do, they do not have the time to decipher 

harsh words.  
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Remember, we are looking for creativity, and it is your job to ensure that the work you put forward 

is your creative best. 

 Abbreviations No periods should be used separating letters of an abbreviated organization 

or agency. Only standard acronyms and approved abbreviations should be used. (i.e., 

UNSC, UNHRC, SOCHUM, WHO, NATO, USA, UK) 

 Currency Dollar values are displayed with the appropriate currency symbol. Values on 

orders at or greater than one million are summarized, for example, $54,000, $135,000, or 

$214 million. Sri Lankan Rupees shall be written as LKR and not Rs. 18. 

 Developing Nations Within the international community, the term “third world” is 

actively discouraged. No nation will be referred to as “Third World.” 

 Names Verbal verification is mandatory on all named sources. Naturally, all proper names 

are capitalized. 

 Numerals Any numeral ten or less should be spelled out in English. Numerals over ten 

should be reported using standard Arabic numerals, such as in 2001. 

TIPS  

 Introduce sources such as quotations and statistics to verify accuracy. 

 Ensure a clear explanation of the 5Ws and H (Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How). 

 Always report in the third person and an active voice. 

 Maintain structure in your articles. Use punctuation appropriately and break your article 

down into concise paragraphs. 

 Reporters should spell-check all articles before the editorial deadline.  
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SUBMISSION 

DEADLINES  

Following the deadline is an essential aspect of the press. You will be regularly updated on the 

deadlines by the Head of PC.  

FORMAT 

Your articles will be named in the following manner: The day of the conference and then the name 

of your committee separated by a hyphen, followed by the name of your article separated by a 

hyphen as well.  

e.g.: Day1 –  SOCHUM – Why is Education Important in Prison?  

In interviews, you shall write the designation of the person before the committee; you shall still 

have a headline though it will be stated inside the document. 

e.g.: Day2 –  WHO – Interview with the USA 

but the headline might be “We believe in a capitalist healthcare system.” 

Font size: size 14 for the headline and size 12 for the body;  

Font type: Ariel;  

Word Count: 300 – 500 

Articles must be submitted to presscorpsatidmun@gmail.com electronically as a Microsoft Word 

document (.docx). 

 

 

 


